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Having depended on translations for years, children literature
in Romania has recently made a bid for a voice of its own. New
stories have emerged in the process, with illustrations to match.
Authors and illustrators and publishers join forces in reaching
out to a readership in the making. Text and image are focusing
on today’s children. Old clichés are dismantled to make room for
unconventional topics and innovative language.

Sentient clothespins, gambling wolves, flying pigs, story-telling
octopuses, pebble-cooking chefs, dreams mailed to Santa, reluctant reindeer, urban beasts, fugitive condors, dwarf oak trees
versed in fatherhood, alternative monsters, sapient donkeys,
crackpot protozoans, melancholy snails, dream-manufacturing
steampunk plumbers, pet toucans and little boys who can bite
their own noses (but won’t!) make up a rather atypical gallery of
characters, who can only be captured in commensurately atypical
stories and highlighted by commensurately atypical illustrations.

There’s a whole new world out there, whose denizens are eager
to interact with whoever cares to visit. You’re all welcome—we’re
just a page-turn away: we are your text-door neighbors! Read in…
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010
A

Val and the Fortress of Souls
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ana Alfianu
070
Ana Alfianu
088
Humanitas Publishers
2017
10–12

Val is 10 years old. A dreamer, he likes to play,
explore the woods near his house and read stories. It certainly never crossed his mind that he
would become a character in a story. But one
day, overwhelmed with longing for his grandfather, who has gone to the Fortress of Souls with
no hope of ever returning, Val decides to look
for that strange place which doesn’t appear on
any map of the world. Together with Malila, a
flying turtle, the boy sets out on a fantastic journey strewn with danger, tests of courage, countless questions and those discoveries you make
only toward the end of childhood.
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011
A

The Wild Swans
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

H.C. Andersen
Carmen Acsinte
088
Casa Radio Publishing House
2018
6+

Book+CD (radio production)

Hans Christian Andersen’s classic The Wild
Swans, the story of the eleven stinging nettle shirts, translated by Alexandru Philippide,
is illustrated by Carmen Acsinte. The CD features the voices of famous Romanian actors Ion
Caramitru (The Wind), Mariana Mihuț (Eliza),
Emil Hossu (The Brother), Nineta Gusti (The
Aunt), Ilinca Tomoroveanu (The Queen of the
Fairies). A radio production from 1967.
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012
A

The Magic of
Christmas Stories
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S

PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Cristina Andone
070
Adriana Gheorghe
093
Sebastian Oprița
096
Thea Olteanu
096
Nemi Publishing House
2018
6+

In this book, Cristina Andone revives the magic
of Christmas with three wonderful stories:
“Overture of the Curious Snowflakes”, “When is
Santa Coming?” and “Christmas Morning”. As
ever, the stories set out to make little ones fall in
love with the world of classical music, combining beautiful words with musical harmonies.
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013
A

Tales from the Musical Forest
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S

PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Cristina Andone
070
Adriana Gheorghe
093
Sebastian Oprița
096
Thea Olteanu
096
Nemi Publishing House
2018
6+

Tales from the Musical Forest is a collection of stories for children written by Cristina Andone,
whose main characters are the world’s most
famous composers. With original illustrations by Adriana Gheorghe, Sebastian Oprița
and Thea Olteanu, the books will make children fall in love with classical music, providing
them with essential general knowledge in an
accessible style.
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014
A

History Told for Children
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Simona Antonescu
070
Alexia Udriște
101
Nemi Publishing House
2018–2019
10–12

History Told for Children is a series of novels
that will introduce young Romanian readers to their country’s history. The books in the
series will present Romania’s history through
the eyes of twins Ilinca and Călin, who find a
(magical) manuscript in the attic of their house,
which allows them travel back in time. Each
book centres on a legendary historical figure
(Decebal, Mircea the Old, Menumorut, Princess
Chiajna, King Michael, Monk Coresi, Iancu
Jianu, Princess Ralu, Alexandru Ioan Cuza, Vlad
the Impaler, Princess Ruxandra, Bassarab I,
King Carol, Dimitrie Cantemir, Princess Bălașa,
Princess Neaga), and the youngsters can follow
the thread of their lives through time and space.
Details related to clothes, food, customs and
historical events blend together harmoniously
in narratives that aim to make history attractive
for children, to make them curious and eager
to explore.
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015
A

Pitch Blackness.
Storytellers of
the Von Veltheim Manor
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Flavius Ardelean
070
Ecaterina Gabriela
092
Polirom Publishing House
2018
10+

Monsters, adventures, mysteries—Pitch Blackness
is a story about friendship and courage, about
evil disguised as good, about good that wears
the face of evil. It is a book about the power of
words and the magic of fairy tales. When Pitch
Darkness takes dominion over the whole land,
the children are rescued and brought to the
manor of Arnim von Veltheim, the only place
untouched by the viscous and dangerous fog.
For, they are no ordinary children, but the gifted
Storytellers, gathered together to drive Pitch
Blackness from the world. Every evening, Arnim
invites them to assemble and they give birth
to the Light by reading in the vast Library from
books collected from every corner of the world.
But when Pepper and his faithful dog Chili
arrive at the manor, they discover that nothing
is what it seems and that the storytellers’ gift is
a two‑edged sword.
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016
B

Torpid Tropics
AUTHOR
YEAR
PUBLISHER
AGE

Florin Bican
071
2017
Arthur Publishing House
10+

It’s just another day in London. Big Bang
chimes in the distance, like an echo of the
world’s beginnings. The setting is England, but
the name of the country does not really matter—why should it, when maps are thick with
place‑names? A poor explorer like Stanley, our
hero, has nothing left to explore. Post‑mistress
Christel, who rings his door bell at tea time, is
more of an explorer than he is: she criss‑crosses
the planet with urgent telegrams, which she
delivers balloon‑haste. Finally leaving his armchair by the fireplace, bound for Kenya and
hoping to discover things as yet undiscovered,
Stanley is entrusted with a momentous mission:
he must save the jungle from the bane of all‑encroaching concrete. It is a mission that may well
grant him hero status, since the whole world
depends on saving the jungle: for the jungle
means trees, and trees mean wood, and wood
means clappers, as in clapper‑tongue—and
where would the governments of the world be
without the clapper tongue?
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017
B

The Gift of Father Christmas
AUTHOR
YEAR
PUBLISHER
AGE

T.O. Bobe
071
2017
Humanitas Publishers
10+

Once upon a time, though when, exactly,
I don’t recall…

All I remember is, it was around Christmas.
Gabe, Michael and Bianca, two boys and a tabby
cat, were writing their letters to Santa Claus.
I imagine it’s not hard for you to imagine Gabe
and Michael writing letters. But Bianca? Have
you ever seen a cat writing letters? Of course,
Santa gets ordinary letters, some in tiny, organized script, others messy and dashed off in haste,
long ones and short ones, all written by children from around the world and enclosed in
colored envelopes bearing this address: Lapland,
December Street, Nr. 25, but he also gets notes
that have never been written, the ones children
have only dreamed of or wanted to write, and
they’re all weighed and fulfilled, just like the
ones that arrive by post.
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018
B

Anatol and Gregor at
the Airport
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Lavinia Braniște
072
Oana Ispir
093
Vlad și Cartea cu Genius
2019
4+

Anatol is a little elephant and great chess champion. His parents and his baby brother Gregor
are very proud of him, and when the time comes
for Anatol to take part in an important chess
competition, they all decide to go with him.
But the trip won’t be without its mishaps, and
it all starts at the airport: Anatol is afraid of flying, the father elephant can barely fit through
the security scanner, Gregor is crying because
he wants some juice and, to top it all, the two
brothers need to go to the bathroom. Fast. Just
as things seem to have settled down, Gregor gets
lost in the airport…
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019
B

Rolly and the Mud Volcanoes
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Lavinia Braniște
072
Andrei Măceșanu
095
Arthur Publishing House
2018
6+

After guarding a watermelon field all summer,
Rolly now sits by himself in the garden. And our
little pig starts to write poetry. His poems are so
good that he wins a place at a children’s creative
camp near the mud volcanoes. You would think
that the children would fill reams of paper with
their poems at a camp like that. But all Rolly
wants to do is wallow in the mud all day, morose
Woodsy the hedgehog would rather have
stayed at home, and Shobo the mole spends
most of his time rooting in the soil for worms.
It’s a good job that Gratian the duck has organised a treasure hunt for them, since it will give
them a chance to practice their social skills and
strike up friendships. From the same series: Rolly
Goes Home, Rolly Guards Watermelons (2017)
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020
B

Toco’s Jungle
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Lavinia Braniște
072
Anca Smărăndache
096
Cartier Publishing House
2017
6+

Mimi, a little girl from Romania, is given a toucan for her birthday. A toucan all the way from
Brazil. She calls it Toco. Then she finds out how
far away Brazil is. She finds out what kind of
animals, birds, plants and children live in that
country on the other side of the world. To make
Toco feel at home, she creates his very own jungle for him. In a flat in Bucharest.
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021
B

Little Snail
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Lavinia Braniște
072
Veronica Neacșu
101
Cartier Publishing House
2018
6+

Little Snail is sad. It’s his birthday, but no present in the world can cheer him up. The thing
he wants most of all is to see his mother, who
works across the road. But how can he cross the
road? Retired General Centipede and his friend
Grandpasnail come up with a daring plan.
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022
C

Why We Cry
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Andreea Constantin 072
Maria Constantinescu 091
Cartea Copiilor Publishing House
2017
3/8

What does it mean to cry? What are tears? What
happens to my body when I cry? What are feelings? Do grown‑ups cry too? What should I
do when a friend is crying? In our culture, crying is a healing process that is discouraged
and looked down on. Children, who need it
so much, often hear negative messages: “It’s
shameful to cry!” “You’re a big boy now!” “Only
girls cry? Are you a girl?” “The other children
will all laugh at you if you cry like that!” and
so on. By bottling up their tears, children come
to despise the less pleasant emotional states
and they become unable to manage them constructively. Crying is a need, the same as hunger or sleep. Just as you need to sleep when you
are very tired, you sometimes need to cry when
you are very upset. It’s normal and healthy to
cry sometimes, even if it’s not exactly pleasant.
But don’t worry, crying won’t hurt you!
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023
D

Alfred, a Far Too
Simple Monster
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Corina Dascălu
072
Corina Dascălu
091
Vlad și Cartea cu Genius
2018
4+

This is Alfred. His story is a simple one. It doesn’t
involve journeys through raging storms, dragons, chivalrous rescues of princesses, or cunning
enemies with extremely practical superpowers.
There isn’t even a treasure chest marked X on a
top‑secret map. Alfred has never heard of these
things. His life is troubled by one thought only:
The fact that he is not as special as other monsters. But without him realising it, this is exactly
what makes him more special than any other
monster in the world.
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024
D

The Three Little Donkeys and
the Enchanted Book
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Gabriel H. Decuble
073
Arthur Publishing House
2018
8+

You have probably read stories about cute donkeys before, you have almost certainly heard
stories about Ancient Rome before, but a story
about three talking donkeys living in the time
of the Great Caesar, now this is a story that
has never been told. Cast out by their families,
Horatio, Ovid and Virgil set off in search of a
purpose in life, as donkeys understand more
than their peers and can speak human language. On the way, the donkeys meet gladiators, Roman soldiers and even the Great General
Caesar, moving from one misfortune to the
next. With the help of their clever and goodhearted friends, a pair of ice skates and Sibila
the fortune teller, from whom they discover that
their destiny is to find an enchanted book, they
arrive at the city where all roads lead: Rome.
Where else could the enchanted book be, which
Horățel, Ovidaș and Virgilică need in order
to defy time?
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025
D

Urban Animals (poems)
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Péter Demény
Hungarian
Városi állatok
Annabella Orosz
Gutenberg Kiadó
2017
1–7

073

097

This book is aimed at children between the
ages of one and six. A Leporello‑type book, it
has thick, rigid pages, which also allow it to
become a plaything in the hands of a child.
The verses are wonderfully illustrated in colour
by Orosz Annabella. This type of book is particularly important in drawing the attention of very
small chidren toward books—and later for reading. This book is part of a series that includes
similar titles by András Ferenc Kovács, Noémi
László, Lázár László Lövétei, Sándor Kányádi and
Imre József Balázs.
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026
D

The Tale of
Poker‑Playing Wolf
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Irina Dobrescu
074
Irina Dobrescu
092
Vlad și Cartea cu Genius
2017
5+

Antonia lives with her grandmother in a tiny
house on a street in Bucharest. Their neighbour,
Mr. Lambskin, owns a big house, with a garden
and a few gnomes. Well, Mr. Lambskin would
have lived peacefully, if it weren’t for the fact
that little Antonia enjoyed playing detectives
from time to time. The situation takes a dangerous turn when the neighbour finds out about
the little girl’s hobby, but one thing is for sure:
no matter how much of a wolf you think you are,
it’s not wise to mess with a clever little girl and
her grandmother, who may or may not be just
any ordinary grandmother.
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027
D

Atoms and Microwaves.
How We Know What We Know.
Sciencestory 2
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Alex Doppelgänger
074
Andrei Damian
091
Pandora M Publishing House
2017
12+

“Although individual atoms are remarkable in
themselves, the really fascinating part comes
when they get together to form thousands and
thousands of kinds of molecules. We’ve discovered these things in the last few hundred
years, and the story of how we did so and how
we came to quantify them is just as remarkable. From atoms to heat, from light to electricity… let’s play science together and see how
all these fabulous discoveries were made!”
ALEX DOPPELGÄNGER
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028
E

The Crackpot Little Protozoan
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
YEAR
PUBLISHER
AGE

Daniel Eberhat
Tudor Plăieșu
2017
ALL Publishers
6–9

074
098

Children between the ages of six and nine, as
well as their parents, will love the humour
and pop culture allusions of this fairy tale
world. If you enjoy the contemporary references to be found in stories like Shrek and Ice
Age, then you’ll find an unending source of similar life lessons in The Crackpot Little Protozoan
too. The Crackpot Little Protozoan is peopled
with highly colourful, likeable characters, such
as Kimi the little blue penguin, Toto the white
bear, and Grun, the purple bird with a lemon‑yellow beak and green eyebrows. There is no
shortage or magic potions and fantasic lands,
such as Cloudy Hill, Treasure Lake, and Good
Hope Forest. The main character, Protozoan, is
a strange creature who looks like something
from a toy version of Mad Max. Nothing unusual, until we find out that the denizens of this
fairy tale world use torches, take photographs,
make sound recordings, ride bicycles, and drive
convertible cars.
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029
F

Beautiful
Transylvanian Dance
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

András Ferenc Kovács 075
Hungarian
Árdeli szép tánc
Andrea Kürti
094
Gutenberg Kiadó
2018
6+

The book contains also a CD with songs signed by Ferenc Sebő.

Poetry, music and dance, all in one place. This
book creates a meeting place for art and folklore, a place where one would like to linger a
long time. Beautiful Transylvanian Dance, by poet
András Ferenc Kovács and composer Ferenc
Sebő, illustrated by Andrea Kürti, contains twenty‑one wonderfully illustrated poems for children. It is worth mentioning that András Ferenc
Kovács is one of the most famous and best‑loved
contemporary Hungarian poets, and five of the
poems included in this book are published for
the first time. Most fascinating is the dialogue
between the poet and the composer. The result
is a new album by the Sebő Ensemble which can
be found on the book’s accompanying CD.
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030
I

Pebble Soup
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Iulia Iordan
Zelmira Szabo
Frontiera
2018
5+

075
100

Do we know how to offer others friendship? Do
we know how to mend a broken friendship? Or
how to warm the heart of a lonely child overwhelmed by her own emotions? We might try a
rather unusual strategy, which combines a little canniness, a handful of choice pebbles, and
a very old story. Writer Iulia Iordan and illustrator Zelmira Szabo imagine together a modern‑day story about friendship and loneliness,
setting out from an old European proverb about
pebble soup. The heroes of the story are Petru,
a lonely boy, rejected by his new schoolmates,
and Smaranda, a little girl with a big heart, who
reinvents the pebbles and serves them to Petru
in a meal of friendship. The illustrations are in
pencil and plant dyes. The book also provides a
short introduction to the history of the old story
of the pebble soup.
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031
L

Elderberry Pith (poems)
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Noémi László
Hungarian
Bodzabél
Andrea Kürti
Gutenberg Kiadó
2017
5+

076

094

The author engages in a psychological description of childhood. Each poem represents one
of the experiences whereby the child begins to
understand the surrounding world, an understanding that is achieved primarily through
imagination. Both text and illustrations juggle with the boundary between the real and
the fantastical, in such a subtle way that the
line between them is often almost impossible to distinguish. The book is an accurate
study of nature, a colourful atlas, and an encyclopaedia of the child’s soul. It contains every
detail, wellspring, feeling and thought of
the child’s world: feathers, spikes, stars, glass
shards, tin cans, cardboard, socks, apple cores,
saggy plush doggies, eight crazy zebra finches,
gravel, tears, astonishment and laughter. As
well as billions of other things, including
the most indispensable…
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032
L

Somersault (poems)
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Aladár Lászlóffy
Hungarian
Bukfencóra
Annabella Orosz
Gutenberg Kiadó
2018
1+

076

097

The rhythm of Aladár Lászlóffy’s poem and
Annabella Orosz’s likeable drawings will make
any child immediately want to somersault into
water. The joy of movement, the liberating
experience of playing in water is enhanced by
the interaction of text and illustration. Because
what could be more exciting than splashing and
sprinkling? Perhaps only a hippo competition,
preferably with crocodiles. Not even the rain
can bring you down when you’re having this
much fun!
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033
L

In the Mouth of
the Great Bear
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ana‑Maria Lemnaru
Ana‑Maria Lemnaru
Manuscris
2018
10+

077
094

The first illustrated book to be based on the
story of the youngest political prisoners held
in Tîrgșor Penitentiary during Romania’s
Communist regime. A graphic novel dedicated to the young at heart, which explores the
reality of imprisonment for 700 children during 1948 and 1950, the story is inspired by Ioan
Ladea, a former political prisoner, and begins
with the Communist seizure of power. Sent to
Tîrgșor Prison on trumped‑up charges, the students are subjected to re‑education, a form
of brainwashing. The children split into two
groups: on one side, those who accept re‑education and the communist ideal, on the other side,
those who resist. As the story unfolds, they discover that freedom is impossible without solidarity or without giving up hatred and conflict.
But throughout their ordeal, the children are
accompanied by an unexpected character.
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034
M

The Little Boy who Could Bite
his Nose
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Alex Moldovan
077
Irina Georgescu
093
Arthur Publishing House
2019
6+

One day, for no reason whatsoever, Vlad did
something highly unusual: he started biting
his nose. His parents were astonished; the doctors were puzzled. Nobody had seen it coming.
It was completely unheard of! Mum and Dad
decided that the whole world should find out
how special their little boy was. They contacted
the press and television, the story was hugely
hyped, a spectacular show was in the offing!
People flocked to see the little boy who could
bite his nose. They waited and waited, they
begged him, they wheedled him. In vain. Vlad
just wouldn’t bite his nose…
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035
N

Medilo’s Journey
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ioana Nicolaie
077
Sidonia Călin
090
Cartier Publishing House
2018
6+

Medilo’s Journey will win over not only young
readers, under the age of seven, but grown‑ups
too. The story of the clothes‑peg boy who loses
his mother is fast‑moving, but also tender, fantastical, true to life. What kind of games does
Medilo the clothes‑peg boy play? What kind
of friends does he have? What kind of childhood does he lead in a place where nothing bad
can happen to him? Why does he set off on a
big adventure? How can a mother’s love move
mountains? This wonderfully illustrated book
naturally provides the answers. And it will leave
you wanting to linger in the fantasy for as long
as you can.
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N

Vertigia
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ioana Nicolae
077
Anca Smărăndache
099
Arthur Publishing House
2018
10–12

Luvia, Fil and Pepper don’t have time to catch
their breath now that they’ve saved Ferbonia:
straight away, they are caught between two
colliding worlds. Great tribulation has come
to Artuerpri, a once good and just land. Ever
since the yellow dust stole the inhabitants’
minds away and transformed them into villains bent on destruction and malefaction, the
dust‑free Arbocenes have lived in constant peril.
Our brave Ferbonians join the Arbocenes and
hope that by joining their forces they will succeed in vanquishing the evil and saving the four
islands devastated by the yellow dust.
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N

A Summer with Isidor
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Veronica D. Niculescu 078
Radu Răileanu
099
Polirom Publishing House
2017
10+

A thirteen year old girl decides to save Isidor,
the condor, the oldest inhabitant of Baneasa
Zoo, after she learns on TV about the death of
the chimpanzee, the veteran at that moment.
But what can you do when you try to set free a
bird who cannot fly anymore? The girl brings
the condor home, she hides him for a while and
discovers fascinating details about him. The two
of them escape to Sinaia, the mountain resort.
There, she hopes to help him fly again and
find his freedom. Meanwhile their bond gets
stronger and stronger. A story about friendship,
freedom and dreams.
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038
P

The Day Sleep Ran Away
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Ágnes Keszeg
094
Cartea Copiilor Publishing House
2017
3–7

Two children, twins Alex and Ana, are celebrating their fourth birthday. At that age you can’t
make just an ordinary wish when you blow
out the candles on your cake. You have to wish
for something very, very important. For example, never to go to sleep again. Enough of sleep!
Who needs it? Wouldn’t it be amazing to be
able to play all the time instead?
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039
P

Mario Muddle‑It‑All
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Cristiana Radu
098
Fundația Agenția Împreună
2018
4–10

The third book, Mario Muddle‑It‑All, tells the
story of a Roma boy with dyslexia. Although he
is a sweet, lively boy, Mario can’t do the things
that come easily to other children. The tiniest thing can break what little concentration
he has, letters and numbers get muddled up,
and he can’t understand anything he’s told at
school. What’s more, every letter he muddles
up, every word he pronounces wrong, risks provoking the laughter and mockery of his schoolmates. Miss Goodmind, Mario’s teacher, decides
to teach the other children a lesson. She wants
to make them understand what it’s like to put
yourself in somebody else’s shoes. So, she challenges the children to a race with them wearing
the wrong shoes…
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040
P

Nobody Ever Flies Alone
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Ana‑Maria Lemnaru 094
Fundația Agenția Împreună
2018
10–14

In the form of a cartoon strip, the book tells the
story of Bogdan, a Roma boy, who goes to secondary school. But the other children make
fun of him. Because he is Roma, because he
has dark skin, because Roma can’t be clever or
good. Bogdan gets angry and runs away from
home, accidently breaking the window of an
antiques shop. But as a result of this unfortunate incident he meets an old antiques dealer,
who, by means of stories and books, unravels
all the tangled threads of Bogdan’s mind and
soul. “Nobody ever flies alone” is the lesson
Bogdan learns from a tattered old book about
the Vietnam War.
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041
P

Looooove Story
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Veronica Neacșu
096
Cartier Publishing House
2017
6+

Looooove Story is the history of a quest. Little Mo
the Elephant is left all by himself in the savannah after a travelling circus takes his mother.
For support and protection, he has the letter O,
the only letter he knows and the only thing that
can soothe his sadness and solitude. Mo would
like to share his letter with the other animals,
to make friends with them, not to be lonely
any more, but they all have letters of their own
and don’t seem ready to give them up or to
accept Mo and his O. Written tenderly, blending
humour, the absurd and the lyrical, Looooove
Story conveys the quests and the questions that
all children have. The drawings by Veronica
Neacșu, featuring warm greys and coloured
inks, are the perfect accompaniment and extension of the story. Looooove Story won the Series
Design Prize at Romania’s Most Beautiful
Books Competition.
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042
P

TiriBomBamBura.
Five Stories in a Twirl
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
Andrea Kürti
Gutenberg Kiadó
2018
6+

078
094

“TiriBomBamBura” is like a cry of encouragement that accompanies us on the journey that
we set out on alongside Country Road. We try to
reach the Highway, followed by the Imperfects
and guided by the Pingonauts, encountering
among other things a hedgehog with feathers
instead of spikes and a bionic grandma. Quite a
bunch, right? Victoria Pătrașcu’s atypical stories
are populated by playful and interesting beings
off to make a dream come true or to find purpose for themselves in the world—tales of daring and tolerance. Throughout the book, carried
along by the naturally flowing voice of the storyteller and the unique illustrations by the artist Andrea Kürti, we are urged to look beyond
appearances and preconceptions.
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043
P

Zurali’s Song
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Cristiana Radu
098
Fundația Agenția Împreună
2018
4–10

Zurali’s Song is the second in a series of books
published by the “Together” Agency in partnership with UNICEF. The heroine is a little Roma
girl named Zurali. Zurali is very clever, but she’s
not brave enough to say and make use of all the
things she knows. The cogwheel of her heart
is drowned in tears. The tears that welled up
after her father left to work in more prosperous countries. Zurali can only set the cogwheel
of her heart in motion again if she rediscovers joy. And joy comes only if you do the things
you’re passionate about. Zurali loves to play the
violin, but she hasn’t played it since her father
left. At the urging of Zuralo and grandfather
Batomir, she plays again. A story about how
the passion we put into what we do can change
the world.
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044
P

Zuralo and
the Enchanted Cogwheel
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Cristiana Radu
098
Fundația Agenția Împreună
2018
4–10

Born in the Land of Blue‑Green Houses, a land
of poverty and despair, Zuralo wants to change
things. He wants to rid the land of the thieving foxes that rule it. Driven by good intentions,
Zuralo has no idea how to put them into practice. He asks his brothers and sister, but it seems
that nobody is able to give him any advice.
The others even laugh at him and try to discourage him. Help comes from where he least
expects it: from Cloverleaf, Zuralo’s horse…
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045
P

The Fluffs
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Raluca Poenaru
079
Diana Barbu
089
Vlad și Cartea cu Genius
2019
4+

Big Blue and Tiny Pink, two brave Fluffs, set off
on an amazing adventure in unknown lands,
they sail on dangerous oceans, they meet fierce
pirates and they battle dragons… Oh, wait! You
don’t know what Fluffs are? Well, every child
has his own Fluffs. The Fluffs are as small as
cherries, as aromatic as wild strawberries, and
as fuzzy as peaches. They are the nicest creatures
of all, they watch over children’s dreams and
eat their nightmares. But let’s see what happens
when the Fluffs start disappearing one by one
and the peaceful sleep of Luca and his little sister is threatened.
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046
P

Trouble
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Raluca Poenaru
079
Arthur Publishing House
2017
10–12

Trouble is nine and, like every kid his age, he
dreams of being free to do whatever he wants
and to play on his tablet. But whereas for the
freedom to use his tablet he only has to battle
his parents! He ends up taking part in the boys’
competitions at school in the hope of winning
the big prize: a ticket to seaside camp, which
would mean absolute freedom! No wonder they
call him “Trouble”, because he really does get
into every possible kind of bother: he trains for
his relay race by running from an aggressive
dog; he courageously saves his parents from a
bear; he tries to scare a fisherman, but succeeds
only in scaring himself and falling into the lake,
just in time to catch a huge fish. But he always
gets out of trouble in the most amusing ways,
and finally he prevails—he gains good friends
and the ticket to seaside camp… albeit from
his parents!
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P

The Adventures of
Ket the Pirate
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Alis Popa
079
Arthur Publishing House
2017
8–10

“Ket and his friend Tiberius Tong are fearless.
They rove from Makaibe to Pataponia, encountering terrible storms along the way, before courageously plunging into the deepest depths
of the Glass Nose. Ket is always on the lookout
for adventure, Tiberius is always trying to rein
him in, but both of them know one thing for
sure: they have the treasure map and now it’s
up to them to decipher it. “Pirate Ket very convincingly shows us that piracy is a job just like
any other. Except that pirates have more holidays. And it couldn’t be any other way since
their main occupation is adventure, which has a
habit of transforming everything it touches into
a holiday. ” FLORIN BICAN
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048
P

A Secret History of
Vampire Country
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Adina Popescu
080
Amalia Dulhan
092
Arthur Publishing House
2017
10+

These days, the heroes of ancient Romanian
fairy tales are leading a dreary life and doing
their best to keep up with modern times.
In Vampire Country, vampires are outlawed and
consequently hide in the Otherworld. Kings
can no longer tell apart the past from the present, while the country’s President is terrified by
a blank‑paged book that threatens his future.
In a world where Quickwater is subject to smuggling and living happily ever after is a thing of
the past, The Werewolf (a gnome‑like repository of dark secrets) has forgotten his identity.
Compelled to leave his ancient forest on the way
to becoming a theme park, he takes to the road
in order to escape the threat posed by The End
and discover his own story in the process.
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049
P

Iron Fist
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Mircea Pricăjan
080
Polirom Publishing House
2018
7+

Mihai is almost seven and has a passion for Lego
and superheroes. A few days before the summer
holidays, which he is due to spend at his grandparents’ in an isolated village, he breaks his arm.
Arriving from the city with an arm in plaster, it’s
not at all easy for him to make friends among
the other children, who have known each other
for ages and who view him as a weirdo. Nor do
his attempts to befriend his grandparents’ farmyard animals end up very well. But Mihai makes
a discovery: after his plaster is taken off, he realises he is immune to pain, that he can break
rocks by crushing them in his fist, that he has a
superpower. Even Ares the dog snorts and runs
away from him. All until one day, at a party…
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050
P

Catrina and
the Great Lord Sleepy
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Alina Purcaru
080
Mihaela Paraschivu
097
Cartier Publishing House
2018
6+

The Great Lord Sleepy, Lady Sleepy and Wee Nap
are magical and friendly beings who love children and know how to make it playtime after
bedtime. The tale of Catrina and her adventures
in the Land of Dreams is a bedtime story for all,
but especially for children who dream of playtime never ending, not even after dark.
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051
R

Unsung Heroines
AUTHORS

I L L U S T R AT I O N S

PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Adina Rosetti
081
Victoria Pătrașcu
078
Iulia Iordan
075
Laura Grünberg
075
Cristina Andone
070
Cristina Barsony
089
Maria Brudașcă
089
Livia Coloji
090
Oana Ispir
093
Ágnes Keszeg
094
Andrea Kürti
094
Annabella Orosz
097
Cristiana Radu
098
Ileana Surducan
100
Maria Surducan
100
Zelmira Szabó
100
Sorina Vazelina
102
Univers Publishing House
2018
10–12

Who are the Unsung Heroines? The five storytellers bring us a hundred stories that children
deserve to be told. About women’s fashions,
about values, about life choices, about questions. How to live with dignity when you have
nothing? How to bring stories and light when
all your words have been taken away from you?
How to tell a truth that nobody is prepared to
hear? And above all, how to listen to it? A hundred stories about remarkable women from
Romania. Or rather, a hundred blunt statements: “Yes, I can.” “Yes, here and now.” “Yes, me.”
Because fulfilment is measured not in numbers,
but in the words that tell a story: how much you
believe, how much you hope, how much you do,
how much you care, how much you love.
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R

The Aerial Detectives’
Fifth Case
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ana Rotea
081
Arthur Publishing House
2018
10–12

Ah, life in the country… Tranquillity, fresh air,
meals in the open air… Marlow, Gesicaflecker,
Bolumbo and Sherlock are enjoying a week’s
holiday at their grandparents’ in the country
when Scupidu, the fifth Aerial Detective, vanishes. The lad is nowhere to be found, which
can only mean a new case for our detectives.
The three children and their dog Sherlock roam
the length and breadth of the village, they poke
around people’s yard, and follow the trail of
the lost mascots, hoping in the end to find the
youngest member of their gang.
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053
S

The Book of Extinct Words
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Mircea Stanciu
Maria Brudrașcă
Frontiera
2018
10+

082
089

Just as there are animals that are now extinct
and others on the verge of extinction, just
as there are objects that have vanished to be
replaced with new ones, so too there are extinct
words. When words become extinct, a whole
world vanishes along with them, a whole life
with which we were once familiar. In this book,
the author proposes that children become
“archaeologists of words,” that they discover
what it is to excavate rare words that not even
grown‑ups can remember any more, that they
employ these words to construct their own stories, which will serve as vehicles to let words
travel safely through time.
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S

The War of the Sorcerers
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Moni Stănilă
082
Polirom Publishing House
2018
12+

Whereas in the colonies everything is going like
clockwork, in the Dark Forest of the Nine Cities
the time for mysterious creatures to live among
people has come: fays, dragons, ogres, fairies.
There, the world is divided in two: that of the
good sorcerers, headed by the venerable Elijah,
and that of the rebellious sorcerers, led by
Athanasius. Above them all shines Photius the
Amoral, the only one who submits to no man’s
orders. Ionuț, the great‑grandson of Sorcerer
Elijah from the Romanian Colony, undertakes a
perilous journey through the middle of the forest, braving the most unexpected and frightening adventures, all of which are on the verge of
causing a war among the aerial powers. But the
boy carries with him something that not even
his new friends Isidora the Warrior and the
three dwarfs Moț, Găicuță and Năsturel know
about: the treasure that Ionuț risks during his
quest is his unusually large and good heart.
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055
S

Grandma and the Gold Diggers
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Róbert Csaba Szabó
083
Hungarian
Vajon Nagyi és az aranyásók
Annabella Orosz
097
Gutenberg Kiadó
2017
7+

A mini‑novel about a summer holiday in the
country side at Grandma’s. She used to be a mining engineer and then the town mayor before
she retired. Life in the town is disturbed by the
arrival of the Miner, who has a grandiose plan
to mine gold, which he claims will make everybody rich. With this promise, the Miner wins
the townsfolk’s trust, and they are ready even
to move out of their houses and settle into hastily built blocks of flats. But a public meeting
held for to this doesn’t go to plan: Grandma
asks some simple questions, to which the Miner
is unable to provide either answers or explanations. Instead, he takes action: Grandma is kidnapped and Ferkó and Zsuzsi unhesitatingly set
out to find her… Although aimed at children,
the novel discusses two important subjects: the
importance of protecting the environment and
the toxic effects of human greed. Illustrated by
Annabella Orosz, the book is based on the Roșia
Montană conflict.
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S

Nor’s Holiday
AUTHORS

I L L U S T R AT I O N S

PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Ileana Surducan
083
Maria Surducan
083
Ileana Surducan
100
Maria Surducan
100
Arthur Publishing House
2018
10+

Norbert wants to spend the summer holiday
playing computer games, like any other kid.
His parents have different plans and dump him
in the middle of the countryside, hostile terrain where wild beasts such as cows and turkeys roam. Nor’s Grandma is the Magical Forest
Guardian, while his Grandpa herds clouds and
is eager to pass on his knowledge to his grandson. The boy finds all this rather tedious, and
besides, tending an evaporating flock is no
easy task. But things become a lot more exciting once he meets Skai, the Thistle Shepard and
Laci, the Winged Knight. Together, they will
face unfathomable boss‑level dangers because
deep down in the forest there might be lurking…
a real OGRE.
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S

The Foldaway Grandma
AUTHOR
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Margit Szőcs
083
Hungarian
Az összecsukható nagymama
Andrea Kürti
094
Gutenberg Kiadó
2017
6+

Think about standing in an airport departures
hall, looking at the information board with your
head thrown back. There are dozens special destinations, unexpected events, and surprising
things to imagine. You can choose whatever destination you like. It’s easy to get a free ticket—all
you have to do is open a good storybook! One
that is twirling and funny, startling and naughty,
as well as thoughtful, elegant, dreamy, and gentle, one that explores hundreds of worlds. Just
like this one. The characters, places and events
in this book remind us that nothing is impossible; nothing is inevitable in the world of the
story, unlike in the real world.
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058
Ș

Grandma’s Four Wings
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Robert Șerban
084
Oana Ispir
093
Cartier Publishing House
2018
6+

There’s no such thing as I can’t! Neither here
on Earth nor on the planet Arret. The story of
brothers Anirc and Rodut is about willpower,
about team spirit, about the edifying things you
have to challenge yourself to do, regardless of
how old you are or even how much you weigh.
Everything is possible!
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059
Ș

The Little Astronomer’s
Guide to the Universe, or,
Astronomy for Children and
Everybody Else
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Adrian Șonka
084
Adnan Vasile
102
Nemi Publishing House
2018
10+

This book is an introduction to astronomy for
children and all those who want to find out
more about the Universe. Well‑researched, with
up‑to‑date information on astronomy, as well
as a lot of humour and science geek jokes, it is
aimed at readers of all ages who want to know
more about what is happening in outer space.
There are countless questions you might ask
when you look up at the night sky. Whether
you’re looking for constellations or you’re in
search of a falling star so you can make a wish,
when you look up at the vastness of the sky,
you’re gripped with boundless curiosity.
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060
T

Sacha’s Adventures
in the Magic Castle
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Iulian Tănase
084
Alexia Udriște
101
Nemi Publishing House
2017
4+

On his fourth birthday, Sacha, a little boy with
big blue eyes and curly blond hair, was given
a magic castle by his father. The most unusual
things take place in the castle: the coloured
crayons are multicoloured snakes, the chairs are
foxes who let themselves be tamed and trained,
the soup bowls are as deep as lakes and seas,
the middle of the night and the core of the walnut are close relatives, the oranges have eyes,
mouths and strands of dill for hair, the table
is a house with four legs beneath which Sacha
plays with all kinds of imaginary wild animals.
Sacha’s Adventures in the Magic Castle is a story
about the love between parents and children,
about the power of the imagination, and about
the attention and the wonderment that children
bring to their play.
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061
T

The Big Roof
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Carmen Tiderle
Vali Petridean
Vellant
2017
10+

085
098

In The Big Roof, we find mouth‑watering poems
for those who roll their r’s, the utterly untalented rock bird, Little Cherry the witch, who
tells fortunes in the stars and cheese pies, a pet
hornet with a great penchant for Dom Perignon
and caviar, a carnivorous dandelion, a colour‑blind chameleon, a monkey that wants
to write Hamlet, and the thoughts of a towel
swan. We find out how the Moon smells and we
delight in the tale of Later and his mother Never.
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T

Advice to Little Girls
AUTHOR
T R A N S L AT O R
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Mark Twain
Florin Bican
Adelina Butnaru
Tzim Tzum Books
2017
6+

090

Tzim Tzum Books has prepared a little book,
written by Mark Twain and translated into
Romanian by Florin Bican: Advice to Little Girls.
A naughty text, not exactly to parents’ liking, with illustrations to match the text, done
by Adelina Butnaru. Mark Twain’s Advice to
Little Girls was the winner of the Grand Prize
in Romania’s Most Beautiful Books competition in 2017. Attention please! You don’t necessarily have to be a little girl to take advantage
of Mark Twain’s advice—it’s just as valid for little boys as well. But we warn you that putting
such advice into practice can be risky. Any subsequent complaints should be addressed to the
author directly.

New Titles		
		

063
V

King Titchy
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Radu Vancu
085
Irina Dobrescu
092
Cartier Publishing House
2017
6+

Once upon a time there lived the good King
Titchy, who was terribly sad. And as always,
Mummy was the only one who could stop him
being sad. Even if she died a long, long time ago.
Read the book and you will feel happy again,
just like King Titchy.
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V

Mister Papuzek
AUTHOR
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Cornel Vlaiconi
086
Irina Motroc
095
Arthur Publishing House
2018
8+

Mister Papuzek is a small parrot: a parakeet. He has a family and friends, and works
in a house. But since nothing can be perfect
all the time, they have to confront a gang of
thieves who threaten Mister Papuzek’s home.
Friendship, tolerance and empathy are the main
themes of the adventures into which the reader
is drawn, entering a world in which hopes and
fears are experienced through the eyes of parrots, sparrows, dogs, and even cats in cahoots
with a band of thieves. They are funny, strong,
vulnerable, each with his own unique identity.
With every page, we hope that Mister Papuzek
and his friends’ plans will succeed, in the same
way as we hope every morning that it will be
a beautiful day.
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065

***Selfie
I L L U S T R AT I O N S

PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Dan Ungureanu
101
Petra Martin
Raluca Anghel
088
Arthur Publishing House
2018
10+

23 Romanian author watched themselves in
all sorts of mirrors—some of them kind, some
ironical and even mean, the have looked into
the eyes of friends who can detect joy or sadness, or the past in a mere gesture or a smile.
They have found themselves in the characters
of the books they have been reading, they have
noticed their own thoughts in the eyes of a
seagull, of a teddybear or a monkey. They have
made themselves selfie‑s which three illustrators transformed them into colorfull images…
Those who wrote this book are: Florin Bican,
Ioana Bâldea Constantinescu, Ioana Bot, Lavinia
Braniște, Horia Corcheș, Gabriel H. Decuble,
Mihaela Gînju, Adela Greceanu, Laura Grünberg,
Nora Iuga, K.J. Mecklenfeld, Călin‑Andrei
Mihăilescu, Alex Moldovan, Ioana Nicolaie,
Veronica D. Niculescu, Radu Paraschivescu,
Ioana Pârvulescu, Raluca Poenaru, Adina
Popescu, Simona Popescu, Ana Rotea, Ana Maria
Sandu, Elena Vlădăreanu.
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***Small History of
a Big Century
EDITOR
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Monica Onojescu
Arthur Publishing House
2018
10–12

There are many kinds of history: the history
we learn at school but also the small histories,
the personal histories of millions of people.
How did Emil, a young man in love, experience the excitement of national unification in
1918? What about Măriuca, the eleven‑year‑old
daughter of the tailor employed by the National
Theatre in Bucharest, when she was evacuated to
Jassy in 1916? What was her experience of those
times? How did she feel when she received a
gift from Her Majesty Queen Maria herself?
What did Irina feel when, in her frail adolescent
hands, she held up perhaps the most important
piece in a giant mosaic of the dictator’s face?
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***The Whistling Lad
(Csángó Folk tales)
LANGUAGE
ORIGINAL TITLE
I L L U S T R AT I O N S
PUBLISHER
YEAR
AGE

Hungarian
A füttyös legény
Andrea Kürti
Gutenberg Kiadó
2018
5+

094

The name of the Csángó ethnic group means
“wanderer”, “travellers”. Their folk tales reflect
their name: straight lines start to twist, like a
road does, and you come across all kinds of
unexpected details, like a traveller does. In this
book, you can get to marry a princess just
because you were whistling, you can outsmart
your trickster neighbours, you can get paid in
walnuts instead of money, and you often have to
use your wits to make sure justice is served, but
if you ever find yourself in trouble, talking dogs
and magical birds will be quick to help you.
Thanks to its fairy tales and its graphic design,
which draws on the traditions of the Csángó
people, this book takes readers, both children
and adults, on a journey into the picturesque
and atmospheric bygone world of the Csángó.
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Ana Alfianu was born in Brașov, where she attended
the local arts high school. Specializing in restoration and conservation, she graduated from the Lucian
Blaga University in Sibiu with a degree in Plastic and
Decorative Arts. For several years, worked as a restorer
and illustrator at the Tîrgu Mureș County Museum.
Between 2006 and 2007, she studied theatre, film and
art in the United States. Val and the Fortress of Souls is
the first story she has written and illustrated.

Cristina Andone is a writer, creativity trainer, and
apple muncher. Her Tales from the Musical Forest,
which sold 125,000 copies, aim to introduce children
to classical music. Cristina recently published I’m
Leaving, a novel about how to quit the corporate life.

Simona Antonescu (b. 1969, Galați) studied Chemistry
at Bucharest’s Polytechnic University and made her literary debut in 2015, with the novel The Photographer
to the Royal Court, which won the Cartea Românească
Debut Prize. The novel went on to win the Writers
Union Debut Prize and was a finalist at the Festival du
Premier Roman de Chambéry. In 2016, she published
her second novel, Serafim’s Gift, and in 2017, her latest
novel, Manuc’s Inn, was nominated for the “Ziarul de
Iași” Prose Prizes.

Flavius Ardelean is a writer and translator, an affiliated member of the Horror Writers Association. He is
the author of the novels The Tamer of Waters and
Noumenoir and the short‑story collections Acluophobia
and Bizarroprose, and the creator of the Miasma series.
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He has won two “Vladimir Colin” Prizes for his fantasy novels, and his first book was nominated at the
Festival du Premier Roman, held in Chambéry, France.
For his novels in the Miasma series he was twice nominated for “Young Prose Writer of the Year” awards
at the Young Writers Gala, held in Bucharest. Pitch
Blackness is his first book for children.

Florin Bican (b. 1956) is primarily a rhyming‑verse
author. He writes and translates poetry in English
and Romanian. His English translations have been
published in Romania and abroad. His translations
from English into Romanian include works by Lewis
Carroll, T.S. Eliot, Shel Silverstein, Julia Donaldson,
Roald Dahl, Sylvia Plath and Dr. Seuss. His first volume of poetry, A Slob’s Treasury of Verse was followed
by The Recyclopedia of Rhyming Nonsense, a volume
of politically incorrect children’s poetry. In 2018, he
published Solo Among Slobs, a volume of subversive
poetry for children. And That’s the Way the Story Goes…
is a frame narrative that brings together some of the
most popular Romanian fairy tales as episodes in a
story that stands on its own. Florin Bican’s latest book,
Torpid Tropics, is an attempt at cautionary prose.

T.O. Bobe was born in Constanța, in 1969. In 1995
he graduated from the Faculty of Letters at The
University of Bucharest, where he was an active member in the Literary Circle coordinated by the writer
Mircea Cărtărescu. He has worked as literary secretary of Teatrul Mic (The Little Theatre), Bucharest, as
writer and editor for television, and as an advertising
copywriter. He currently works as a freelance writer.
In 2000 T.O. Bobe was a fellow at Akademie der Künste
of Berlin. In 2003 and 2004 he received a fellowship at
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Akademie Schloss Solitude of Stuttgart at the recommendation of Herta Müller; in 2006 he was awarded a
ProHelvetia grant.

Lavinia Braniște was born in 1983 in Brăila and now
lives in Bucharest. She studied foreign languages and
literatures at the universities of Cluj and Bucharest.
She has published short stories, a novel, and several
children’s books. “Children’s books fell on me out of
the blue after a twenty‑year break, during which I
changed jobs and flats and learned to live on my own,”
Lavinia Braniște confesses. “I write because I like it.
And it took me twenty years to admit it openly.”

Andreea Constantin fell in love with books at the age
of five, when she learned to read. At school and then
at university and as a teacher of Romanian she always
dreamed of writing her own stories. But it was the
experience of becoming a mother that provided the
impetus and inspiration for her first book. She writes
a blog about educating and raising children and
hopes to write further books for the very young.

Corina Dascălu was born in Ploiești in 1989. Her first
drawings were cats scrawled on the pavement with
bits of red brick, in the yard of her childhood home.
She kept drawing, without attending art classes, starting with a random line and continuing from there, her
naïve, geometrical felines slowly turning into amorphous figures, finally revealing the stark, unpretentious style that has shaped most of her work, her ideas
and her stories. She started writing poetry at school
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and continued to do so until she completed her M.A. in
Cultural Innovation, when she pursued a new literary
direction after discovering Maurice Sendak’s Where
the Wild Things Are.

Gabriel H. Decuble (b. 1968) is a writer, philologist
and translator. He studied German, Romance Studies
and Classical Philology in Jassy, Paris and Freiburg.
He now teaches German Historic Literature and
Comparative Literature at the University of Bucharest.
He has lectured in Romanian at INALCO (Paris) and is
an honorary professor at the University of Heidelberg
and Berlin (Humboldt). In German, he has published
a study of hagiography and a volume on the philosophy of Nietzsche. In Romanian, he has published
three volumes of poetry, a novel, and various anthologies. He has translated Goethe, Schopenhauer, Meister
Eckhart, and Brecht, to name but a few. Through his
translations, he rediscovered children’s literature and
the genre’s immense educational potential.

Péter Demény (b. 1972, Cluj) is a poet, writer and
editor. He studied Literature at the Babeș‑Bolyai
University, where he later taught. He has worked
as an editor for the Kriterion and Polis publishing houses, as a journalist for the Krónika daily, and
as editor‑in‑chief for Erdélyi Riport. He has published in every leading Romanian literary magazine
and his work is included in a number of anthologies. He has translated Romanian authors Ștefan
Bănulescu, Traian Ștef, Daniel Bănulescu and Filip
Florian into Hungarian. He has received a number of
awards, the most important being the Méray Prize and
the Déry Tibor Prize for Literature. He has published
eleven books.
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Irina Dobrescu studied Graphic Art at the National
University of Art in Bucharest and is a founding member of the Romanian Illustrators’ Club. She is a writer
and illustrator of books for both children and adults.
She has illustrated König Drosselbart by the Brothers
Grimm for Nord‑Süd Verlag, a major Swiss publishing
house. For her work as an illustrator she has received
several nominations at Romania’s Most Beautiful
Books Contest. In 2018, King Titchy, a story by Radu
Vancu which she illustrated, was chosen as a White
Raven by the International Youth Library.

Alex Doppelgänger does not have any formal training
in the sciences, but ever since he was a kid he has been
interested in dinosaurs, space, and everything to do
with science. Everything he writes is a result of his scientific enthusiasm and curiosity and his need to find
out more about reality. In 2016, Pandora M published
his first book, How Is a Universe Made?, which was the
first in the Sciencestory series.

Daniel Eberhat has worked as an editor and editor‑in‑chief for a number of Romania’s top publishers: Litera, Corint, ALL, Aramis, Egmont. He has also
run the books division of one of the country’s biggest
press trusts, Adevărul Holding. In the meantime, he
has written two children’s books: The Crackpot Little
Protozoan, a contemporary fairy tale, and the verse tale
Toto and Lulu. A Dinosaur with a Golden Nose. Daniel
Eberhat now runs his own publishing house, Carusel,
which focuses on promoting contemporary literature
for children.

Authors		
		

075
G

Laura Grünberg writes for children young and old, as
well as for adults old and young. When she’s not writing about sneeze thoughts or dormice, she lectures
in sociology, plays tennis, and delights in her son’s
every achievement.

Iulia Iordan: “On the shelves of my room, beside the
books, drawings, earrings, albums of pressed flowers
and pottery, I keep hundreds of pebbles in shoeboxes,
of every shape and colour, from all the places I’ve been
to. I have pebbles from Asia and Africa, from a few corners of Europe, and from all the regions near my own
country. What I like about pebbles the most is not
the colour or even the texture, rough or smooth, but
the way each pebble adjusts its temperature to your
hand. The way friends’ hands do when you hold them.”
Iulia Iordan has been writing stories since 2012, two
of which have won awards in Romanian book competitions, and which have been shown at international exhibitions and fairs. Journey around Herbs and
Light (2012), her first book, was followed by a number of other books for children: Tales from the Calendar
(2015), Luli and the Tree House (2015), and Why Should
I go Back in Time (2016).

András Ferenc Kovács (b. 1959, Satu Mare) studied at
the Babeș‑Bolyai University in Cluj, specialising in
French and Hungarian. He made his literary debut
in 1983, with Henrik the Sailor’s Warnings. He has published more than twenty volumes of poetry and essays,
including the anthology of his work Completorium
(2000) and the collection Fragmentum (1999), which
was published simultaneously in English, German and
French. He has been awarded several prizes among
which: the Romanian Writers’ Union Debut Prize
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(1983), the Déry Tibor Prize (1992), the Ady Endre
Prize (1996), the József Attila Prize (1996) and the
Budapest Belles Lettres Prize for Poetry (2002). His
poetry has been translated into Bulgarian, Czech,
Estonian, French, Polish, German, Italian, Russian,
Romanian, Swedish, and Slovenian.

Noémi László (b. 1973, Cluj) is a poet and translator.
She studied Literature at the Babeș‑Bolyai University,
at Budapest and Oxford. She has published in all the
leading Hungarian literary magazines and her work is
included in a number of anthologies. She has headed
the League of Hungarian Writers from Transylvania.
She has won a number of awards, including the József
Attila Prize and the Zelk Zoltán Prize for Literature.
She has published ten books.

Aladár Lászlóffy (1937–2009) is a leading figure of
contemporary Transylvanian literature. He was a
writer, translator, editor, and founding member of
the Digital Literary Academy. He won numerous
awards for his literary work, the most prestigious
being the József Attila Prize, the Bethlen Gábor Prize,
the Kossuth Prize, and the Star of Romania Medal.
He made his literary debut in 1954 and published his
first book in 1962. He was the author of more than fifty
books, including novels and collections of short stories and poems.
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Ana‑Maria Lemnaru studied at the Jassy University of
Art, graduating in 2017. She is an illustrator and creator of animation shorts. Her ambition is to be an
artist who harnesses the power of stories for education and social development. In her eyes, art is a way
of providing us with original, profound and valuable realities. She has also illustrated the stories Nobody
Ever Flies Alone, The Land of Looking Over the Fence, and
The Princess’s Rose. She has received awards from the
Single Channel Show, the Motion Festival of Nicosia
(2015), Golden Palette, Guest of Colony (2014), and the
Small Montmartre of Bitola, Macedonia.

Alex Moldovan (b. 1977) is from Cluj, where he lives
with his family and a variable number of cats. He has
an M.A. in Philosophy, but worked as a labourer, a
weekend salesman, and a librarian before becoming a translator. He organises jazz concerts, plays the
drums (poorly), and is a volunteer for an animal welfare association. When he discovered books as a child,
he was so excited that he decided to become a writer,
but more than thirty years would pass before he fulfilled his ambition. In 2016, he published his first
book, Little Olga and her Million‑Dollar Grandpa, the
first novel in a series. The Little Boy who Could Bite his
Nose is his second book.

Ioana Nicolaie has published four collections of
poetry and three novels. She has been awarded several literary prizes and taken part in countless literary
events, both in Romania and abroad. Her greatest passion is travelling to fantastic worlds. Since she wanted
to share all the things she has discovered there, she
wrote The Adventures of Arik and Arik and the Soldiers of
Fortune, two fairy tales in verse, both of them as funny
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as they are lively. Ferbonia (2015) is a friendly and colourful world given over to daydreaming, whose number one rule is: “Never pass others by without caring.”
One of her most popular books is Vertijia, published
in 2018. Medilo’s Journey is her latest children book.

Veronica D. Niculescu is a writer and translator.
She wrote three short stories volumes: Adeb, the
Orange Orchestra and Red, Red, Velvet. Also the following book‑pairs: Animal Simphony and Hibernalia;
two novels: Toward Jade and Darnel Valleys, A Summer
with Isidor, and also two volumes in collaboration
with Emil Brumaru: The Tale of Princess Quick Quick
and Chestnuts Falling from Chestnut Trees. She translated over thirty titles from English, signed by famous
authors among which: Vladimir Nabokov, Samuel
Beckett, Don DeLillo, Siri Hustvedt, Eowyn Ivey,
Lydia Davis, Tracy Chevalier. She lives in Bucharest
with her husband, a lot of real flowers and some
imaginary animals.

Victoria Pătrașcu is an author who is currently
involved in designing and promoting cultural
and educational projects aimed chiefly at children. Her first book was The Day Sleep Ran Away
(Nemira, 2008). She published a collection of stories, Little Oak, Best Dad and Good Bloke (Cartea
Copiilor), and, in 2015, her Wordless Ella was selected
for the White Raven catalogue. Her Looooove Story
was published by Cartier, Republic of Moldova, in
2017. The same year, along with well‑known writers
Adina Rosetti, Laura Grunberg and Iulia Iordan, she
founded the “De Basm” Children’s and Adolescents’
Writers Association. In 2018, Letters from Lapland
came out and also an anthology, Unsung Heroines,
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in which she appears with four other women writers of literature for children. Her most recent books
are Zuralo’s Enchanted Cogwheels, The Song of Zurali,
Mario Muddle‑it‑all, and Nobody Ever Flies Alone, stories
about and for Roma children, published as part of a
“Together” Community Agency project in partnership
with UNICEF.

Raluca Poenaru was born in Curtea de Argeș in 1978.
Only her friends and books saved her from the utter
boredom prevailing in her home town. She kept on
reading throughout university, but later became
interested in finance, then marketing, and finally settled for a career in IT. The only things that have never
changed in her life have been reading and writing.
Her Trouble, the first book in a series, won her the
Arthur Trophy in 2017. Another book full of trouble,
but much milder is Moni the Dormouse, which is for
children below the age of ten and will be published
this year.

Alis Popa teaches Romanian literature. She believes
that schooling should be a creative endeavour, without any constraints. As such, she aims to inspire adolescents by teaching them that being an author,
reader or even character in a book is just a role in a
larger game that everyone can play. She has a daughter and two sons who inspired her to tell stories and
reimagine an alternative world for them. She enjoys
browsing flea‑markets in search of old books,
antiques, and curios. Her hobby is restoring objects
and giving old things a new lease of life. She believes
life without cats would be dull. Molly, her beloved
cat from childhood, became a character in her novel
The Adventures of Pirate Ket.
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Adina Popescu has a BA in Film Directing, but she’s
been working as a cultural journalist since she was 18.
In 1999, Adina published her first children’s book, Just
a Flight Over the World. Other books followed, showing her interest in children’s literature: The Wandering
Myriapod and Other Stories, Doxi’s Adventures in Comic
Strips, the latter together with Alexandru Ciubotariu.
In 2016, she published 8 Stories from Calea Moșilor, a
book for children willing to find a time machine and
travel back to the 1980s. A Secret History of Vampire
Country (a fantasy trilogy in three volumes) won
Grand Prize, Arthur Trophy, 2nd edition.

Mircea Pricăjan (b. 1980 Oradea) studied Literature at
Oradea University, writing a thesis on Stephen King.
He made his literary debut in 1997, publishing a short
story in the supplement of a local newspaper. In 2002,
he published the novel In the Dense Shadow of Reality
(Oradea University), and in 2016, the novel The Quality
of the Light (Polirom). He has translated more than
fifty books from English. He has published numerous
online literary magazines and in 2012 founded Revista
de suspans (Suspense Magazine). He has edited two
themed anthologies of short prose. Since 2003, he has
worked as an editor for the Familia cultural magazine.

Alina Purcaru (b. 1982) studied foreign languages
and literatures at the University of Bucharest. She has
published two volumes of poems: resistance (Cartea
Românească, 2016) and Indigo (Tracus Arte, 2018).
She is the supervisory editor of two anthologies:
Stories about Women Writers and Motherhood and
10,000 More Characters, a Spanish/Romanian collection of Romanian prose. Her essays and poems have
been included in two anthologies: You, Above All Else:
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An anthology of Love Poems (Paralela 45, 2018) and How
Men Read Women’s Literature (Polirom, 2017). Catrina
and the Great Lord Sleepy is her first story for children. She regularly writes book reviews in various cultural magazines, and works in Bucharest as a literary
journalist and editor for Observatorul Cultural, one of
Romania’s leading cultural weeklies.

Adina Rosetti is a journalist, writer, and, not least, the
mother of Clara and Anton. She has published a number of collections of prose for children and adults.
She likes the sea, dragons, the day after tomorrow,
and talking to people on the tram.

Ana Rotea has always been a storyteller. She started
telling stories at a very young age, after listening to
her first fairy tale on a record player (an antiquated
gadget that children nowadays have never heard
of), whereupon she felt the urge to retell it to others.
She carried on telling stories throughout her childhood, to her brothers, to children in her neighbourhood. She went on telling stories even as a law student
and after she got a job, while driving or having dinner with her family, and while tucking her son into
bed at night. Since children were her most faithful
audience all those years, she finally decided to write
a book for them.
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Mircea Stanciu studied History and Social Sciences in
Romania and Canada. While studying for his PhD at
Laval University in Quebec, he was particularly interested in oral history. He subsequently went into advertising and print design, an industry in which he has
worked for the last thirteen years. In recent years he
has felt the need to diversify and in his free time he
has become involved in educational activities aimed
at children (workshops, summer camps, history lessons). He has three children who read, write, and draw.
His hobby is calligraphy and by means of words he
attempts to find a path to the beautiful.

Moni Stănilă (b. 1978, Tomești) studied Orthodox
Theology in Timișoara and Sibiu. Since 2010, she
has been living in Chișinău, where she works as
an editorialist for Moldova’s most widely read
Romanian‑language newspaper, Timpul de dimineață,
and runs the Municipal Library’s Republica Literary
Cenacle with Alexandru Vakulovski. She has published a conversion diary, Iconostas (Graphe, 2007),
collections of poetry: Postoy Parovoz. Confessions of
a Dogmatist (Ninpress‑Charmides, 2009), Sagarmatha
(Tracus Arte, 2012), The Factory Colony (Cartea
Românească, 2015), A world of fans, which you shouldn’t
share with anyone (Charmides, 2017), and the novel
The Fourth (Tracus Arte, 2013). The War of the Sorcerers
is her firt book fos children. Some of her poems
have been translated into German, English, French,
Swedish, Russian, Azeri, Catalan, and Turkish.
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Róbert Csaba Szabó (b., 1981, Boghiș) is a writer,
screenwriter, and editor. He studied literature at the
Babeș‑Bolyai University in Cluj. He edits A Hét and
Látó magazines. His work has been included in a number of leading literary reviews and anthologies. He has
won a number of awards, including the Csiki László
Prize and Mészöly Miklós Prize for Literature. He has
published six books.

Ileana Surducan is well known in Romania and internationally as an illustrator, comic‑strip author, and
artist. She likes to tell stories in which the real and
the imaginary create a new world and she regards
this as a game in which humour is indispensable:
“In the end, people have to gain the courage not to
take themselves so seriously.” Her name appears on
the covers of illustrated books, graphic novels, and
comic‑strip anthologies.

Maria Surducan works as an illustrator, author and
scriptwriter for cartoon strips from her studio in Cluj.
Her stories propose journeys whose destination is
the fantastic world concealed at the heart of familiar things. She has published graphic novels and
illustrated books.

Margit Szőcs (b. 1959, Târgu Mureș) studied literature
at the Babeș‑Bolyai University in Cluj. She writes stories for children and publishes them in the children’s
magazines Napsugár and Szivárvány.
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Robert Șerban (b. 1970, Turnu Severin) is a writer,
journalist, producer, and presenter of the Pepper on
the Tongue television show. His debut collection of
poems, Obviously I’m Exaggerating (1994), was awarded
the Romanian Writers’ Union Debut Prize. His poems
have been translated into several languages, including
Polish, Czech, English, Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Yiddish,
Norwegian, Swedish, Arabic, Ukrainian, Macedonian,
and Hebrew, and have been published in numerous
anthologies and literary publications in Romania and
abroad. Robert Șerban is president of the Timișoara
International Festival of Literature (FILTM).

Adrian Șonka has been an astronomer for more than
twenty years, during which time he’s gazed at the sky
and learned to observe numerous cosmic objects: variable stars, asteroids, planets, occultations. He gives
lectures on astronomy at the Observatory, at the
Victory Avenue Foundation, in schools and libraries,
and wherever there are people keen to find out more.
He studied Physics at the University of Bucharest, specialising in Meteorology, and Communications and
Public Relations at the SNSPA. You can find him at
the “Admiral Vasile Urseanu” Observatory, where he
gives public presentations of the planetarium and
astronomic observations.

Iulian Tănase (b. 1973, Bacău) studied at the Academy
of Economic Studies and the University of Bucharest,
where he took a Philosophy Degree. He has worked for
Academia Cațavencu (1997–2010) and Kamikaze (2010–
2011) satirical magazines. His writing has been published in anthologies in Romania, Germany, Austria,
Britain, the United States, Hong Kong, Slovenia, and
the Czech Republic. In 2009, he received the Hubert
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Burda Award for Young Poets from Eastern Europe
(Offenburg, Germany) and in 2011 the 1+1+1=1 Trinity
Literature Prize (Graz, Austria). Since 2004 he has
worked as a programme editor for Radio Guerrilla,
and hosts his own weekend morning programme,
The War of the End of the Week. He teaches creative writing and is a storytelling coach for children
and adults.

Carmen Tiderle studied Spanish and French literature. Best known for her successful advertising campaigns as a creative director and copywriter, Carmen
Tiderle also writes poetry for kids and has already
won an enthusiastic audience, young and old, thanks
to her lively, urban style, which breaks the conventions of children’s literature, as featured in her collections Inside Out, In Bucurville and The Big Roof. Her style
is colloquial, contemporary, rooted in the world we
live in. Children will laugh aloud, and adults will
definitely chuckle.

Radu Vancu (b. 1978, Sibiu) is a Romanian poet, writer,
academic, and translator. He is an associate professor in the Faculty of Literature and Arts at the Lucian
Blaga University, Sibiu. He collaborates at two cultural magazines, Poesis International and Transylvania.
Since 2002, he has published seven collections of
poems, which have won several national and international prizes. In addition to poetry, he has written a children’s novella. He has translated novels and
poetry, mainly the works of John Berryman and W.B.
Yeats. He is also the translator of an on‑going four‑volume edition of the works of Ezra Pound. His novel
Transparency (Humanitas Publishers) was published
in 2018.
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Cornel Vlaiconi was born and raised in Bucharest.
He studied law, but having no desire whatsoever for
the grey confines of a courtroom or the dry precision of contract law, he went on to become a graphic
designer. Every day after five o’clock and during the
weekend, he explores the city and shares his experiences on his blog. He has two children for whom he
invents new stories every night. But long before he
had children, a stray parrot entered his life, through
a window, looking lost and scared. He learned to be
part of the family, acquired regular habits, and even
gave his owners the impression that he was looking
after them. And this was how Cornel came to write
Mr. Papuzek.
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Carmen Acsinte (b. 1975) works as an independent
artist in the fields of visual art, illustration, graphic
design, and art objects. Since drawing was her favourite childhood pastime, she went on to study Graphic
Art at Bucharest’s National University of Art, graduating in 2001. She loves the old technique of brush
and coloured ink. She illustrates books, makes film
and theatre posters, and designs courses of education through art for children. She has illustrated
E.T.A. Hoffmann’s The Nutcracker (Casa Radio, 2018),
Guillermo Arriaga’s Retorno 201 (Vellant, 2010), Raluca
Ianegic’s Choreographic Journeys (UNATC Press, 2009),
Augusto Monterroso’s Perpetuum Mobile (Bastion,
Timișoara, 2009).

Ana Alfianu was born in Brașov, where she attended
the local arts lycée. Specializing in restoration and
conservation, she graduated from the Lucian Blaga
University in Sibiu with a Degree in Plastic and
Decorative Arts. For several years, worked as a restorer
and illustrator at the Tîrgu Mureș County Museum.
Between 2006 and 2007, she studied theatre, film and
art in the United States. Val and the Fortress of Souls is
the first story she has written and illustrated.

Raluca Anghel is an illustrator searching for the invisible connexions between the bodies and the space they
occupy. She is a Graphic Arts graduate, a member of
the Illustrators’ Club and a physician. Navigating on
winding ways between drawing and medicine, collecting untold stories, leaving no stone unturned, she is
trying to find the meaning of home: is it a garden, a
book or a creature?
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Diana Barbu is a self‑taught illustrator, who has a studio in Tîrgu Jiu, Romania. Her illustrations spring
from a sense of curiosity, from an attraction to vibrant
colours, and from a fascination with exotic plants
and underwater life. Her drawing style is highly influenced by the illustrators of the forties and fifties, and
also by the object design from the same period. When
she’s not drawing, Diana creates all kind of colourful
necklaces from polymer clay.

Cristina Barsony is a Romanian illustrator, currently
based in Cluj, with an interest in children’s books
illustration. Since 2010, she has worked as a freelancer
for clients around the world on numerous projects
(publishing, editorial, advertising, commissioned
work, porcelain) and 4 children’s books she illustrated
have been published in Romania. Cristina uses different techniques such as watercolor, pencil or inks and
has a tendency to fall for some shades of color that
often appear in her drawings. Recently, Cristina got
enamored with folklore patterns, Japanese stamps
and botanical green houses that fuel her inspiration.
See more on:www.cristinabarsony.com

Maria Brudașcă is a visual artist and illustrator from
Cluj. She works as a freelancer in the fields of illustration, graphic design, animation and performance.
She has illustrated a number of children’s books.
She is the designer of children’s magazine Ghid Pozneț
de Cultură (Mischievous Guide to Culture). In her art she
explores not only traditional media, but also animation and visual performance.
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Adelina Butnaru is a graphic designer and illustrator. She currently works for Faber Studio/Bucharest.
In 2017 she was an intern at the Wagenbreth Studio
in Berlin. Adelina has illustrated Mark Twain’s Advice
to Little Girls, the winner of the Grand Prize at the
Romania’s Most Beautiful Books in Romania competition in 2017.

Sidonia Călin studied in the metalwork section
of Bucharest’s National University of Art and in
the art‑object section of the Haute École des Arts,
Strasbourg. She has shown her metalwork, photography and book illustrations in numerous group exhibitions. The children’s books she has illustrated
include Ioan Mihai Cochinescu’s The Little Venetian
and The Flying Egg, Daniela Stoicescu’s The Spindle
with Bells, Iv cel Naiv’s Stories to Awaken Children, and
Ioana Nicolaie’s Medilo’s Journey. In 2015, her illustrations decorated the Romanian national stand at the
Children’s International Book Fair in Bologna.

Livia Coloji lives in Timișoara and with two colleagues
she works in an artist‑run space called “Balamuc”
(Nuthouse). As well as working on freelance projects,
Livia also applies her illustration to an ever‑expanding
collection of illustrated items for you and your home.
Livia loves animals, plants, nature in general, vintage
kitsch, history and also loves life in most of the days.
See more on: www.liviacoloji.ro
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Maria Constantinescu has been drawing ever since
she can remember, and she developed her love of
books even earlier than that, in the very first months
of her life, which she spent in a village library, where
her mother worked back in the days when women
returned to work almost immediately after giving
birth. “I associate the smell of books with Mama, with
mother’s milk, with life itself. I think it was natural
that I reach the point of wishing with all my being to
take part in publishing books for children.” See more
on: www.clubulilustratorilor.ro

Andrei Damian likes his drawings to surprise him.
A longer arm or a wider head are a welcomed unpredictability that turn into defining characteristics.
That’s not to say that he has no idea what he’s doing,
nor that he’s an explosive artist, a victim to chaos.
In fact, he thinks about his drawings way in advance:
the whos, whats and hows of his future works are a
way of life for him.

Corina Dascălu was born in Ploiești in 1989. Her first
drawings were cats scrawled on the pavement with
bits of red brick, in the yard of her childhood home.
She kept drawing, without attending art classes, starting with a random line and continuing from there, her
naïve, geometrical felines slowly turning into amorphous figures, finally revealing the stark, unpretentious style that has shaped most of her work, her ideas
and her stories. She started writing poetry at school
and continued to do so until she completed her M.A. in
Cultural Innovation, when she pursued a new literary
direction after discovering Maurice Sendak’s Where
the Wild Things Are.
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Irina Dobrescu studied Graphic Art at the National
University of Art in Bucharest and is a founding member of the Romanian Illustrators’ Club. She is a writer
and illustrator of books for both children and adults.
She has illustrated König Drosselbart by the Brothers
Grimm for Nord Süd Verlag, a major Swiss publishing
house. For her work as an illustrator she has received
several nominations at Romania’s Most Beautiful
Books Contest, and in 2014 she won the Arthur Grand
Trophy for The Story of a Poker‑playing Wolf, which
she wrote and illustrated. In 2018, King Titchy, a story
by Radu Vancu which she illustrated, was chosen as
a White Raven by the International Youth Library.
See more on: www.irina.dobrescu.net

Amalia Dulhan: “Illustration means for me the most
beautiful way of playing, in which my imagination
blends with the one of the author, a chance to be
inspired and also to inpire others, those who will
enter the imaginary world we have together created.
Stories and the urge to draw are some of the first joys
of my childhood and I am thrilled to be able to share
with others parts of my imagination by means of
these joys.” See more on: amaliadulhan.blogspot.com

Ecaterina Gabriela is an artist and illustrator. She was
born in Brașov, where she attended the Hans Matthis
Teusch Arts Lycée. She studied Stage Design at
Bucharest’s University of Arts and Book Illustration
at the London College of Art. She published her first
illustrated book in 2014 and since then she has done
illustrations and covers for six books for adults and
children. She is working on a number of books for
children, spending most of her day with her faithful
mouse Lilo. See more on: www.ecaterinagabriela.com
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Irina Georgescu grew up the daughter of architects in
a house crammed with objects. Surrounded by pencils,
art, and stories from as early as she can remember, she
was bound to follow the same path, drawing for herself, dreaming up her own worlds, imagining adventures. After completing her studies at Bucharest’s Ion
Mincu University of Architecture and Urbanism, she
worked in architecture and education, while still pursuing her unrelenting interest in illustration in the
meantime. Whether she is illustrating a children’s
book or doing a drawing for an editorial, at the heart
of her work is a love of dreams and different worlds,
curiosity and a delight in exploration, as well as a
knack for the off‑beat and quirky. She now lives and
works in London.

Adriana Gheorghe (b. 1989) is a visual artist passionate about combining book illustration and graphic
design. Together with Sebastian Oprița, she illustrated
Cristina Andone’s Tales from the Musical Forest. In her
illustrations, Adriana especially employs animals and
situations inspired by real life and people she knows.
She has created visual identities for various festivals,
events and brands.

Oana Ispir (b. 1983) is a freelance artist, working
mostly on children’s book illustrations and toy‑making. She began her training as an artist at the Arts
Lycée in Deva and went on to study Graphic Art at
Bucharest’s National University of Art. “For inspiration I always keep my pockets full of childhood
mementoes. For this particular book I searched
my drawers for mementoes of my first plane flight.
Everything is fine if I can find the airport Chocolate
Shop in time.” See more on: www.oanaispir.ro
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Ágnes Keszeg was born in Turda and studied Art and
Design at Cluj University, where she went on to take
an MA in Clothes Design. She has lived in Cluj since
2006 and for the last eleven years she has illustrated
children’s books and fashion magazines. Thousands
of her drawings are featured in the thirty books
she has illustrated for publishers in Romania and
Hungary and in dozens of magazines from countries all over the world, ranging from Korea to Mexico.
She likes to make porcelain dolls and dress them in
the clothes she herself creates. When she is not illustrating or making dolls, she does drawings for her
own collections of scarves and jewellery, plays with
her two little girls, and reads.

Andrea Kürti is a freelance illustrator based in Cluj,
Romania. Her illustrations have appeared on children’s clothes, jigsaws, and in theatre performances,
but you can find them most often in the children’s
books and notebooks published by Gutenberg
Publishing House. She spends most of her time inside
the colourful bubble that surrounds her desk, creating imaginary worlds in watercolour and gouache.
In her free time, she reads Virginia Woolf and Seneca,
watches rugby, and roams the woods to get away from
the city. See more on: www. kurtiandi.com

Ana‑Maria Lemnaru studied at the Jassy University of
Art, graduating in 2017. She is an illustrator and creator of animation shorts. Her ambition is to be an
artist who will harness the power of stories for education and social development. In her eyes, art is a
way of providing the people around us with original, profound and valuable realities. She is the
author of the graphic novel In the Mouth of the Great
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Bear and she has illustrated the stories Nobody Ever
Flies Alone, The Land of Looking Over the Fence, and
The Princess’s Rose. She has received awards from the
Single Channel Show, the Motion Festival of Nicosia
(2015), Golden Palette, Guest of Colony (2014), and the
Small Montmartre of Bitola, Macedonia. See more on:
www.clubulilustratorilor.ro

Andrei Măceșanu (b. 1995, Alexandria) is an illustrator
and graphic designer working in Bucharest. In his free
time he is a drummer and an avid reader of European
fiction and American comics. He is the winner of several graphic design contests. In 2014 he illustrated a
volume of ancient philosophy, Quiet, please, which
includes two of Seneca’s texts: On Serenity of the Spirit
and On tranquillity of mind. He also signed the illustrations of the Rostogol/Rolly series for small children
from Arthur Publishing House.

Irina Motroc is an illustrator. As a child she would
draw all of the trinkets and toys she found around
the house. Throughout her life, drawing has been a
place of refuge, a private world into which she would
withdraw whenever she wanted to remind herself
who she really was. A few years ago, she decided to
dedicate herself entirely to her passion. She quit her
job at a large corporation and began illustrating.
She illustrates in watercolour, gouache and occasionally crayon, and although she has worked on a number of digital projects, she feels a greater affinity with
traditional methods.
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Veronica Neacșu (b. 1983) studied Graphic Art at
Bucharest’s National University of Art. She has her
own studio in Bucharest, where she works as a freelance artist and illustrator. She now focuses mainly
on book illustration. She received the Best Illustration
Award at the Most Beautiful Books from Romania
contest in 2016. In 2017 and 2018, she was nominated for the Astrid Lingen Memorial Award. She has
illustrated twelve books, including Mo the Elephant
(Cartier, Moldova, 2017), Stories from the Calendar
(Vellant, Bucharest, 2015), Love/Kärlek (Pionier Press,
Stockholm, 2011).

Thea Olteanu was born in Bucharest in 2004.
In Romania, she is known as “Thea from the Musical
Forest,” the little girl who sets off with her brother
in search of classical music. At the age of twelve, she
became an illustrator, contributing twenty plates to
Enesco and the Ring Dance of the Sunbeams. Her hobbies include history, ethnography, piano and mathematics. When she grows up, Thea wants to work as a
NASA researcher and to write stories that will change
the world. In the meantime, she is working on a book
that she will launch on the same day as her mother’s
novel, in the only year when the two authors will be
the same height.

Sebastian Oprița: “I was born in Deva and I am a graduate of Graphic Arts at the University of Fine Arts
in Bucharest. It is due to my mentor, professor Stela
Lie, that I became an illustrator. I have been drawing books for pre‑teen children so I might say that
I still am in a transition phase from childhood to
adolescence. If I were Doubting Thomas, illustration
would be the only way to make me believe a story.
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Because it is still tangible, allthough it belongs to
the spirits family.”

Annabella Orosz (b. 1983, Gheorghieni) currently lives
in Bucharest and London. She studied Graphic Art at
the Cluj University of Fine Arts and Industrial Design
and at the Katowice Academy of Fine Arts, Poland.
She illustrates children’s books, but her work can also
be found in Hungarian‑language children’s magazines Napsugár and Szivárvány. Annabella Orosz uses
pencils and a graphics tablet, and her main interest is transposing the atmosphere created by the
author. She works in a number of styles and regards
it as important constantly to experiment. Her awards
include a mention at the 3x3 International Illustration
Show (New York, 2016), a Communitas Young
Artists Grant (2014–2015), a mention at the Budapest
Illustration Contest (2005), and a Special Prize and
First Prize for Graphic Art at the National Students
Conference held in Szeged, Hungary.

Mihaela Paraschivu was born and raised in Bucharest
and now lives in Rome, where she works as a freelance
illustrator and artist. She studied Graphic Arts at the
University of Fine Arts in Bucharest, taking her M.A. in
2009. Her work is like an open diary, it takes us on a
journey of discovery into the mind and soul of an artist who never ceases to ask life profound questions.
She has taken part in various exhibitions in Romania
and abroad, and has illustrated a number of children
book, including The Ballad of the Five Kittens (Cartier,
2015), The Enchanted Treasure (Corint, 2013), Romanian
Stories (Corint, 2012), Human Stupidity (Ponte, 2012).
See more on: www.mihaelaparaschivu.com
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Vali Petridean worked for more than eighteen years in
advertising and has twice been featured in the Lürzer
catalogue. He studied sculpture at university, but
has never stopped drawing. For Vellant Publishing
House, he has illustrated all the books signed by Iv
cel Naiv and Carmen Tiderle. From time to time he
illustrates the covers of contemporary novels for the
“Endorfiction” series.

Tudor Plăieșu is a Romanian artist who works in both
his native country and Germany. He started drawing from a very early age, by the time he was eighteen,
he was already working as a professional illustrator.
He has developed his own personal style, based on a
combination of modern techniques and the Byzantine
tradition of painting. He also has an impressive portfolio of mural paintings, and his work can be found
in private collections in Romania, France, Italy,
Austria, Greece, Canada, and the United States. Tudor
Plăieșu: “I like to draw the air that envelops the figures, the silent witness of paradoxes.” See more
on: www:tudorplaiesuvisualartist.blogspot.com

Cristiana Radu is utterly obsessed with drawing.
She lives in Bucharest, where she works as a freelance illustrator. When she was little she fell in love
with drawing as a way of understanding the world
and now employs it as a means communication in
order to create stories. To date, she has illustrated
more than twenty children’s books, three of which
have received the Most Beautiful Romanian Children’s
Book of the Year Prize (2013, 2014, 2016). Three of
her books have also been included in the prestigious White Raven Books Selection by International
Youth Library (2015, 2016, 2017). She was shortlisted

Illustrators		
		

099
R

for the 2017 World Illustration Awards in the children’s book category, and was nominated for the
2019 Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. See more
on: www.cristianaradu.com.

Radu Răileanu (b. 1974) works as the art director for
the Polirom Publishing House in Jassy. He studied Fine
Art, Decorative Art and Graphic Design at the George
Enescu National University of Art in Jassy, graduating
in 1998. After leaving university, he began a career as
an illustrator of children’s books and cover designer.
He has more than twenty years’ experience in advertising design and a portfolio that includes book
covers, posters and illustrations, using not only traditional techniques but also photography and computer
graphics. Since 2007 he has been the artistic director
of Polirom and Cartea Românească, having designed
more than one thousand covers and illustrated countless works of prose, poetry and fairy tales.

Anca Smărăndache lives in Bucharest where she works
as a freelance illustrator and artist. She studied Mural
Art at Bucharest’s National University of Art, where
she also took an M.A. in Visual Art. She is a member of
the Illustrators Club and the Romanian Artists Union.
She has always liked to be surrounded by beautiful
things that enrich the soul, to create imaginary worlds
and to bring them to life through line and colour, paying attention to the little details that have the power
to provide a glimpse into the imagination. Her preferred medium is traditional painting, but she also
likes to experiment with digital techniques, mixing
illustrations by means of a graphic tablet. See more
on: www.clubulilustratorilor.ro
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Done Stan (b. 1938) studied at the “Nicolae Grigorescu”
Art Institute in Bucharest, in the class of professor
Vasile Kazar. For a long period (1964–1991) he worked
as an art director in some of the most important publishing houses in Romania: Tineretului, Ion Creangă,
Cartea Românească, Minerva. He was awarded several national and international illustration prizes.
Done Stan is one of the most appreciated illustrators
in Romania.

Ileana Surducan is well known in Romania and internationally as an illustrator, comic‑strip author, and
artist. She likes to tell stories in which the real and the
imaginary create a new world and she regards this as
a game in which humour is indispensable: “In the end,
people have to gain the courage not to take themselves so seriously.” Her name appears on the covers
of illustrated books, graphic novels, and comic‑strip
anthologies. See more on: www.ileanasurducan.com

Maria Surducan works as an illustrator, author and
scriptwriter for cartoon strips from her studio in Cluj.
Her stories propose journeys whose destination is
the fantastic world concealed at the heart of familiar things. She has published graphic novels and illustrated books. See more on: www.mariasurducan.com

Zelmira Szabó (b. 1977) attended Pedagogical Lycée,
and went on to study Theatre at the Babeș‑Bolyai
University in Cluj and the National University
Theatrical and Cinematic Arts in Bucharest.
She has been a member of the Illustrators Club
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since 2013. She has contributed frequently to
Hungarian‑language children’s magazine and illustrated nine children’s books, in both Hungarian
and Romanian. Her stylised drawing, which oscillates between colour and monochrome, has a slightly
strange quality, sometimes verging on the oneiric and
absurd. Zelmira has illustrated Iulia Iordan’s Pebble
Soup, a project in which she employed a combination of graphite pencil and vegetable dyes. See more
on: www.zelmirka.wordpress.com

Alexia Udriște was born in Craiova, but grew up on
the bank of the Danube, among storybooks and illustrations. She has been drawing for as long as she can
remember, but previously never had the courage
to dream she could make a career of it; illustrating
books was a non‑guilty pleasure amid her other projects, which she kept coming back to, with an open
heart and a desire to experiment. The books she has
illustrated include Iulian Tănase’s Sacha’s Adventures
in the Magic Castle, Petre Ispirescu’s Salt in the Food,
and Adina Rosetti’s The Book of Courage. See more on:
www. alexiaudriste.ro

Dan Ungureanu studied painting classes in Romania
and started working in different artistic fields as
graphic design, concept art and storyboard for animation movies, or painting. In 2010 he had the chance
to illustrate a poem book for children, and realized
that this was the main path he wants to follow. In 2013
Dan Ungureanu joined the MA in Children’s Book
Illustration at the Cambridge School of Art. The main
achievement was the confidence he got of not just
illustrating children books but also writing his own
stories. See more on: www.danungureanu.com
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Adnan Vasile is a graphic designer, illustrator and animator from Timișoara. He has been juggling colours
and pixels since 2004. He is undaunted by multimedia approaches to the visual arts, and his relationship
with technology and science has always been a constant. From illustrations and animations for film and
music, graphics for computer games, textbooks and
educational projects, a DIY method has always been
his modus operandi, whether he is wielding a pencil,
a mouse and keyboard, a Wacom, or a record button.
See more on: www.adnan.ro

Sorina Vazelina is a kind of graphic designer, a wanderer through the realms of illustration, with a brown
belt in cartoon strips. She has worked in two visual
communication studios, so far: Synopsis Media, in
Timișoara, and It’s Everyday, in Bucharest. Her work
has been published by Hardcomics, Kus Komics,
Centrala UK and Novo Doba Belgrade. She used to be
a regular contributing illustrator for Esquire, Playboy
and Regard magazine. Some of the projects she’s been
involved in include: the visual identity for the White
Night of Galleries in Bucharest, 100towatch.ro and
The Book of George, a compendium of Romanian cartoonists. In 2015 she won the prize for best book
in a limited edition, at the Most Beautiful Books in
Romania competition. See more on: www.vazelina.ro
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